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Annex 1: Role cards  

Note to facilitator: Make your own cards! The closer they reflect the experiences of 
your children, the more effective they will be! These are intended only as samples. 

 

You are eight. You and your two brothers 
live in a nice house with a big garden and 
a swimming pool. Your father is the 
manager of a bank in your town. Your 
mother takes care of the house and 
family.  

You were born in this town, but your parents 
moved here from Asia. They run a nice 
restaurant, and you live in rooms above the 
restaurant with your sister. You and she help in 
the restaurant after school. You are thirteen. 

You are ten years old. You live in a 
farmhouse in the country. Your father is a 
farmer and your mother takes care of the 
cows, geese and chickens. You have 
three brothers and one sister.  

You are an only child. You live alone with your 
mother in an apartment in the city. Your mother 
works in a factory. You are very good at music 
and dancing. You are nine. 

You are a Roma child of twelve. You live 
at the edge of a small village in a small 
house where there is no bathroom. You 
have six brothers and sisters. 

You were born with a disability and have to use a 
wheelchair. You live in an apartment in the city 
with your parents and two sisters. Both your 
parents are teachers. You are twelve. 

You are eleven. You have lived in an 
orphanage since you were a baby. You 
don’t know who your parents were.  

You are nine years old and have an identical 
twin. You live in an apartment in the city with 
your mother, who works in a department store. 
Your father is in jail. 

You are nine years old and an only child. 
You live in an apartment house in a town 
with your parents. Your father is a 
construction worker and your mother 
delivers mail. You are very good at 
sports. 

You and your parents came to this country to 
find safety from the war going on in your home 
country in Africa. You are now eleven and have 
been here for three years, since you were nine. 
You don’t know when you can go home again.  

You are thirteen, the oldest of six 
children. Your father drives a truck and is 
away a lot, and your mother is a waitress 
who often has to work at night. You have 
to babysit a lot. 

Your parents divorced when you were a baby. 
Now you are twelve. You live with your mother 
and her boyfriend. At the weekends you visit 
your father and his new wife and their two small 
children.  

You are eleven. You have lived with 
different foster parents since you were a 
small child because your parents couldn’t 
take care of you. Your foster parents are 
nice. Four other foster children also live in 
the same small house as you.  

You are eight. You and your sister live with your 
grandparents in a small town out in the country. 
Your parents are divorced and your mother 
works as a secretary in the city. You rarely see 
your father. 

You have a learning disability that makes 
you two classes behind in school. You are 
ten and taller than all the other kids, who 
are only eight. Both your parents work so 
they don’t have much time to help you 
with homework. 

Your mother died when you were born. Your 
father remarried and you live with him and your 
stepmother and her two daughters. You are eight 
and they are teenagers. Your father is a lawyer. 
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You are eight and the youngest of three 
children. Your family lives in a small 
apartment in a big city. Your father is a 
mechanic but he is out of work right now, 
so you don’t have much money. But your 
father has more time to play with you. 

You immigrated to this country when you were a 
baby. Now you are ten. Many other immigrants 
live in your neighbourhood, where your father 
has a shop. You speak the languages of both 
your new and old countries and often translate 
for your mother and grandmother. 

You are eleven years old. You live in a 
village in the country with your parents 
and a younger brother and sister. Your 
parents run a bakery. You are sometimes 
teased because you are rather fat. 

You have asthma and have to miss a lot of 
school because you are sick, especially in 
winter. You spend a lot of time at home in bed 
watching TV, surfing on the Internet and playing 
with Gameboy. It’s lonely because both your 
parents go out to work. You are thirteen. 

You are the child of the American 
ambassador in your country. You go to 
the international school. You wear thick 
glasses and stammer a little. You are 
eleven.  

You and your older brother are very talented at 
mathematics, physics, languages and, in fact, 
most things. Your parents are university 
professors. They send you to special courses 
and training camps all the time to prepare for 
competitions.  
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